For Omaha home builders,
extras arent always extra
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ANl Cedabrity Hames in the Stonaridge development rest 163rd and Fert Strasts coms with an applinnss pacloags scloded in the base prics,
with stainless steel standard. The company’s mafeting director sald the company’s feartb-quarter sales rosa 19 percent after tho new pricing

was introduced,

Broader base package
helps company’s sales

iy Dumoran Smasaras
WORLDHERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha™s Celehrity Homes is
offering prospective buvers
the chance (o shop for 8 new
house without & calculator

handy to acd

mearketing director,

“We thought it was an oppor
tunity o get value i ihe
homez and bring a more com:-
phate product to the customer,”
hie sadd. “The model] homes are
mow the showease of what your
new home will look ke, aot juss

the costs of @ demonstrotion of what g

festures thar  coubd look ke.”

don’t  come I'be result of the new pricing,

etandard MeGuire sand, was o 19 percent

The omm- boostinfrth-quorter sabes, or

pany's “it's  42morehouses and town homes hlmrm}z;“ﬁl

all included”  sold. Traffxe through Celebrity EFIEHEEI-"E:;.;HM t Botowy

campaigna, model omes in 17 suisllvisdeEns ¥

launched a  was up 1875 percent, and the 5240,000, now come

few months npumber of hits on the com- with standard features

apo, wasare-  pany’s Websitetripled, he snid inchuding a Eas fire-

sponse o o When sales slowed and in- place, mare cabile and
solter bousing market that kept  vemrories swelled in 2006, some phone lecations and
prices relatively stablebat gnll  heilders cat prices two and twioeinch decorator
caught theartentionol prospec.  three times, bl Celebrity dies blinds.

tive buyers, said Shawn
MeGuire, Celebrity's sales and

cided w take o different ap-
See Homes; Page 2




Homes: Builder includes the extras

Continned from Page I
praach, MoGuire said

Typically a lder offers a
bhaze price and buyers can
chowme to aldd fealures or wpr
gradies at varsss eosts, which
can add 15 pereent to 20 per-
cent b the hase price,

Celebtrity’s homes, priced
from just below $130,080:0 to
20, 0060, vy caarie willan s
pliarce package that includes
in the base price 4 relrigers
ter, a washer and dryerand the
optier of  stainless  s1eel;
twa-inech decorator hlicds; up-
graded Arswkraft cabinets,
hrushed nickel hardware;
deeper kitchen sinks. a gas
fireplace; garage door open-
ers, more cable and phone o
catinns; raised cetlings; mnd, in
some plans, finished lower Leyv-
i1y,

The features were acded
after the company reviewed
itadlarabasanl aales arverching
bick muore than 30 years and
studeed current trends to de-

lermine  buyers'  mast-re-
gquested  features,  MeGuive
Gl

In addition, he sad, the
Puildier asked alou? the most
cammuonly purchased stems
after a move-in ang added
those features,

'k company, which 18 one
of the Omabhs oren's most pro-
lifie bulders, wsed its buying
power ta put mone amenitics in
the Eouses at lower costs tan
if the individual buver paid for
P, Mae{surre saidl

e decliced to share ovesall
zales figures for the yvear. He
aabd 40 pageent to 50 pereent of
the company's sales are town
homes, and about that same
percentape of costomers nre
fursr-rime bavers,

The all-lacluded campatgn
cdiffers from the approach of
the Dmaba area's other lorge
volume builder. HearthStone
Haommes.

Sance 2, HeasthSiene has
hand @ Chobee Studie near Oalk-
view Mall that sffers more
than 5.0 choices of every-
thing ferom bathroom faucets
anid leght fixtures (o carpeiing
and cakimets, The erudio has in
teraciive personal computers
that allow buyers to record se-
lctioms and compare procing.

“They dian’l give up Nexibils
ity hut underszand how it fite
intio the value couation,” sid
Meil Smith, HearthStone's
chiel markel and communily
dovelopmast aflicor,

He said the goal of more
hose for less money can comds
as a resdlt of lowering prices
LI EIVLLE Iare il ies,

“Wa have chosen the pathafl
giving the lowest casr,” Smith
=i, “That gives Aexibility to
add i amenitics, instead of
UYL every caslomer wanlks a
frnigshed hasemen: ar stainless
sleel apphiances. They krow
what they want better than we
o™

Building every boane the
anmie a5 the mndel  hinmes

maukos Celobrity valnorable to
criticism about cookie-cutter
subdivizions. Meliuire satd e
foesn't think that = anissue be-
cause the compuny offers 42
flnar plans, averaging a dnaen
it cachscbdivision

“That's hoew  we  remisly
that,” he sad, “The guy who
witnts bo =trecturally makis
changes, bump out walls, we
car't da, but af & partcuiar
hoize doesn’t work, there's
usuilly o plao that does "

Buvers do have some
cholees, auch as the eighn
styles and finishes offercd on
the standasd cabonet choeo,
and clicnts can always pay
more te epgrace  ferther,
McGuire sl

W don’t sec o ot of poeple
doing dhat,” Besand,

Shamus and Bachel Johnsan
bought & Celebrity home in
Quail Bun Yalley near 1661k
and Fort Stréesls, pactly i
causc of the festures included
i the basa prace,

When we were lzlking o
oty bueilders, wo found thar
everyihing that we wanted
wis an option and would cost
exlra,” BaciwlJohmson said.

Jill Brown, n Celehriy
Flomsnes salis represenialive,
sinid her customers appreciate
the time ihey save with the all-
included appronch.

“They dan't have 1o run all
awver towa, make appociaisents
and spend their valuakble time
picking cut thousands of op-
tinnz Y she snid




